Introduction
It is one of the accidents of geology that England should have two extensive coastal sections in expanded, and nearly complete, sequences of Liassic rocks. Ger many with magnificent inland outcrops in the Schwabian and Franconian Alb, has no coastal sections while France's outcrops in Normandy and to the north-west of La Rochelle are, unfortunately, in a condensed sequence and incomplete. In Sweden the non-marine Rhaeto-Hettangian, and the near absence of ammonites at higher horizons, presents great difficulties in correlation. Nowhere else along the north-west European continental coastline are there outcrops of Lias.
In England, however, there are two extensive coastal sections, one at either end of the N.E. -S.W. outcrop, but only at the south western end of the outcroup ( fig. 1) is there a nearly complete Lower Jurassic succession which is exposed along several miles of the Devon and Dorset coast. Here, where tectonic disturbance is minimal, beds from the top of the Rhaetic to the base of the Bajocian can be studied in detail and only the Oxynotum Zone and part of the Raricostatum Zone is missing, and only the Whitbian Substage is in a condensed sequence.
For the reasons stated above the Lower Liassic sections between Pin hay Bay in Devon and Seatown in Dorset seems to be the candidate best qualified for the role of type-section. It was the uniqueness of this section that prompted this revision of LANG'S detailed work here.
